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remaining 1.5 percent is held by

'1,Ve wanted to create new combinations o{
me .a l s .  I Jnc t i o ' r s . . asas  5 rd  e ' . e r  wa5s  o I
indicating time," recalls Papl. "lt was an excit-
ing time {or us because a renewed interest in
h igh -e rd  * " .  a r  ca -  wa r (heq  was  ̂ om '19 .

and we were getting business from brands
that knew what they wanted to make but
didn't know how to create the solutions to
their problems. We did."

Re raud  &  Pap i  b r i l t  pa rLs  l o r -he  Gra ro .

Co^ pl ica.-on wris-wat^\.  a r99o i  .rod.rct ion.
for IWC's then CEO G,.inter Bliimlein. The
frrm created pieces for brands including A.
Laroe & Sohre. Ha.,1 Winston.Breit ' rga"ld

even Audemars Piguet. "We grcw swiftly bui
swiftly found we needed funding too," says
Papi. In 1992, Audemars Piguet became the

company's frrst padner later, when Renaud
opted to retirq Audemars Piguet purchased

addlt ional shares of the f irm. Since 2oo1,
Audema-s D gret ha, o^ned 78.5 pF-^F-rl

Papi owns 2o percent, and the
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fodal the fa--ory erp oys r50 people and
builds about 50 percent ofAudemars Piguet's

annual production. I t  also continues to
bui ld watches for other brands, incluorng
Richard Mil le, Cart ier, franck Muller ano
some of those already mentioned. "Usually
a cl ient comes to us with an idea that they

According to Papi, two key products devel-
oped -n-bous. ' rc uoe a lLor-cant-free es"ap--
ment, which Audemars Piguet quicklyjuapeo

on, and a novel winding and setting concepr,
embraced by Chanel in last yea/s J12 R6tro
grade Myst6deuse. APRP continues to build
this watch today.

'Ls.ral ly. .he brards rf  et wor< ,-th -s givo

us the credit for creating and executing their

another party.

A!demars P quet 's  Ju es

don't have the technical solut ion
to achieve. We determine whether

we llke the project and want to
move {orward. We like the challeng-
ing ones," says Papi. "Other times,

our watchmal<ers develop special
ideas that we f ind truly amazing,

and we determine how to produce
rLam rc  { in i . l " - ,1  - . ^ ,1 , . ^ r "  '

concepts technologically," says Papi. That
said, he admits that there are a fewbrands he
has not had the pleasure ofworking with but
hopes to: a'norg r l^em, BregLer, Blan.pa'-
and Patek Philippe.

Papi himself works more and more these
days on research and development fot
Audemars Piguet. "The plan is to build a new
generation of Audemarc Piguet movements;'
he says, although he cannot disclose details.
The world will have to wait to see what next
emerges from these hallowed halls.
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